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She crouched in the corner of the dark porch under the edge
of the ’(ar'P that codered the stacked fireufood and tried to
slaci out of the cold wind. Qbandonecl and unwanted, she
had spent another long dag of tradeling until she had
found herself kere._}/ler sore feet and Warm coat,
U.Sl')ick no ]onger‘ ]«eP{ out llwe c}ﬁ” o{‘ lke co]cl niglﬂ

air, almosl ma.c]e l7er* {.or"ge{ ker‘ incr‘ec]i]o]e l')unger*.

F{"om {l';e oll’)er’ encl O{l ﬂwe ’POI‘Cl’) sLe Lear‘cl [=N AOOI"

open, ancl, Peel«ing oul from under the lar‘P loward
the square o“ig]’:l thal spillecl into the darkness of the
Por‘c}w, she sau a man headed her uSaH.



@s lﬁe r’eac}zecl 11’7e uJooA Pile ancl ljega.n lo remode ’tke 1emP, she
cIuie’t]L.] sliPPecl out o{‘ l'zer l'zicl'mg P]ace ancl keaclecl along Jtl'ze
Wall towsard the square o“igl’zl, drawn ]:)q the dar‘ielq oheml:)l—
ing aromas thal drifled out of the door on a Wade of Warm

air. Sl'ze r'ememL)er‘ecl LJe'mg insicle, L)eing Warm ancl U.Se]l—recl
ancl ]ode&. Il Was a s{rong memory, a l:)ouSer{‘u] memory, one
thal made her ror'gel all the limes Peop]e had chased her

aU.Saci. q1ancing L)acl( at ll’ze man L)usq loa\cl'mg Pieces o{' uSoocl
into his arms, she quic]«]q s]iPPecl {l'zr*ougl'z the door.




Onece insicle, she crauled into the first l?icling P]ace she could find

- the space beneath the old wood l:)ur‘ning stove where it Was wWarm
and dark. (Vo one would eder find her here. Still she remained
alert and reaclq to run. (-Hw man came back insicle, closed the cloor,
and placed his armload of wood in the corner then turned out the
light and left the room. Sale and warm st last, she curled up and
(el aclecp.




Hours later she woke, stretched, and dentured out from under the
stode. Quiet flled the dark house but outside she could hear the
world loegin to stir as dauwn aPProacl'zecl._}’ler exP]oralions took her
to a large iree flled with decorations that stood in one corner and

l’l&& [N reuS sma]] L)unclles ar'ra.ngecl L)enea{l'z i{S ljr'anc]'zes.

Ske walked under the tree, balted al an ornament, circled the
trunk and then...




salisfied il Was a sale haden, stretched oul among the Pacl(ages and
fell back to sleeP.



“Oh C/\ommz.], CD&(J(JL}," the little 3ir‘1 U.Shisper‘ecl as she Peer'ecl
under the lree, a ]«il’u.]." Sl'ze reached oul her hand and 3enllq
stroked the cal. Cau{iouslt,] the cal ol:)enecl her eyes. [nstead of an

angry face or a broom she sau a litile Sirl smi]in(j al her and felt

a sma\H l')ancl soﬁl(ﬂ r‘uL)l:)ing l'zer‘ cl’zee]&. memories or l('mc]ness ancl
love stirred within the cal and she loegan to purr. The other pres-
ents ulere ror'goﬂen as ﬂ')e liﬂle (jir'l Pullecl 1l'7e cal into l')er‘ arms.

“81’16'5 all l uSarz{ecl {.Ol" @r’is{mas. rn:zanl& L]Ou, Ol’), ]Ll'wa.nl( LiOU..”



J’ler Fe\renls looked al one another, beuwildered ]aq the 5i{‘l that ll7ez.]
hadn't been able 1o Pla.ce beneath the iree bat 3ra.le£u1 lo see their
claugl'zler so l'IaP’PL]
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(-H?e cal neder lol& lhem uSl'zo ske Was, U.Skere sl7e lva& come {‘rom,
or ]'zouS sl'ze rouncl ’(Lzem. @lncl 11’1ec1 neder a\sl—(ecl. Insleacl ll}ez,] name&
her (\[oel, gade her a Lome, and llvoug}ﬂ of her as their der'c.] ouwn
@rislme\s mir'ac]e, {‘or' ske ]:)r'ougl?{ llvem ll'ze gi{‘l o{‘ ]ode ancl Joq.
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